1816]      DIAEY OF JAMES GALLATIN

state occasions. A very strong "Brichka" for everyday
use, a nice stout little pair for it. A cabriolet for me;
any of the big horses will go in single.

AUGUST 6

We are really in very good order and the servants excel-
lent. Madame Patterson Bonaparte has written from
Geneva asking if she might be allowed to pay us a visit
of a few days. She is on her way to America. She arrives
on the 10th.

NOTE: The following letter written at this date gives an interesting ac-
count of the financial condition of France after Waterloo.

LETTER from ALBERT GALLATIN to JAMES
MONROE AT WASHINGTON

PARIS, August 6, 1816
SlB,

You were informed by my dispatch No. 1 of my
arrival in this city on the 9th of last month. On the
llth I had audience of the King, to whom I delivered
my letters of credence. The reception, both from him
and from the princes, was what is called gracious, and
accompanied with the usual expressions of most friendly
disposition towards the United States.
My abode here has been too short to enable me to form
any opinion of the prospect we have of succeeding in
obtaining the indemnities so justly due to our citizens,
and I do not wish to enter into the discussion until I
have ascertained as far as practicable the disposition
of this Government in that respect. Whatever this may
be, the situation of their finances will be a formidable
obstacle in our way. That there will be a great deficit
this and every succeeding year until the foreign contribu-
tions are discharged is notorious. The precise amount
of that deficit for this year is not so well known, but,
from a source entitled to confidence, has been stated tos.
